PSYC 323 – Human Development Through the Lifespan 
Fall 2008
“When Things Go Wrong”

Project Description:  The student will write a paper, a minimum of four double-spaced typed pages long, which describes a chronic disorder that begins at birth or first noted during childhood.  This can be a medical disorder, psychiatric disorder,   personality disorder, or developmental disability of the student’s choice. 

1. Choose a topic/disorder that interests you.
2. Assume a person with the chosen disability lives with you in your home or is a close relative or friend with whom you have frequent contact.  Write this paper as a “story” about the life of this person you theoretically know, and how the disability effects every stage of their life,  physically, emotionally, and socially throughout their lifespan.
3. Assume this disability or disorder occurs/is diagnosed before middle childhood. 

4. Give a good description of symptoms of the Axis I or Axis II disorder you have chosen from the DSM-IV-TR for psychiatric or developmental disabilities.  A web source to start your search can be found at www.allpsych.com/disorders  or www.apa.org/topics  .  For medical disorders, you can try the World Health Organization’s website of disorders at www.who.int/classifications/icd/en  The printed manual of disorders from the WHO is called the ICD 10 (International Classifications of Diseases, 10th ed).  You may want to try www.webmd.com .You may also try the National Organizations for Rare Disorders website at www.rarediseases.org  for a list of rare disorders, but they charge a fee for complete reports from this website.  You can get a thumbnail sketch of any disorder on their website, with links to other websites that usually don’t charge for complete reports.  These websites are not sufficient by themselves for you to complete the project.  Do not use wikipedia as a reference.  It is not considered a reliable scientific data base.  
5. The library has several databases that you may use on line.  The staff at the library are more than happy to show you how to access the different available databases.  Make use of the library! 
6. Describe how you could identify a person with this disorder if you didn’t already know of their diagnosis.
7. Describe briefly the difficulties, if any, in living in the same house with your family member with the disorder.  Describe the person’s behaviors, moods, etc. which significantly interfere with their own independent functioning, and with their ability to get along in the family and outside social situations.

8. Describe how having this disorder will affect this person throughout their lifespan, and those of family members as well.  Since you are describing a disorder diagnosed very early in life, do not forget to project the consequences of their disorder into adolescence and adulthood. 

9. Make a title page with Psyc 323, your name, the title of your paper, and date.

10. To prevent plagiarism, cite your references within the text, and provide a bibliography at the end of the paper.  You must have at least four references.  Remember that wikipedia doesn’t count.
11. The paper itself, not counting references or title page, should be a minimum of four typed, double-spaced pages long.  
12. The paper is due no later than Friday, November 21st . You may turn the paper in earlier if you wish.

