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English 101








Fall 2008
MWF 8:00, 1:00 and 2:00 in CB 329
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology

Instructor: Dr. John Bruni



 
Office: CB 315, Phone 394-1245







Office Hours: 9:00 – 10:00 am MWF and by appointment
Email: john.bruni@sdsmt.edu
Course website: https://d21.sdbor.edu/
Catalog Description: English 101 is a 3 credit course.  Appropriate student placement based on entry level assessment or completion of ENGL 031, 032, or 033.  Practice in the skills, research, and documentation needed for effective academic writing.  Analysis of a variety of academic and non-academic texts, rhetorical structures, critical thinking, and audience will be included. 
Required PC:  Use of the Gateway Tablet PC is an integral part of the course.  As with all computers, however, there is the issue of unpredictability.  If problems arise, we will deal with them calmly and professionally. 
For this part of the class to function well, you must (a) access DyKnow and join the appropriate class (b) come to class with your tablet charged and ready for work, and (c) not even think about using your tablet in class to play games, send e-mails, do other homework, etc.  If tempted, keep in mind that your computer at all times during class can be monitored.  If you insist on using your tablet in class for non-class activities, you may face the penalties stated below in the Electronic Devices Policy.  No exceptions. 
Required Web Site:  Most, if not all, assignments, handouts, and lectures will be posted on the web site.  The web site will also be used for online discussions, on which you will be graded.  During the first week of classes, we will go over how to access the web site.  
Course Overview: The goals for this course are:

1)  Developing skill in expressing oneself in writing

2)  Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of 

view
3)  Learning how to find and use resources for answering questions or solving 

problems 
Because learning best takes place by students doing, not sitting passively, this is a hands-on course.  Active and thoughtful participation in class is expected.  You should be prepared to share your own writing with others and provide feedback and peer review of your classmates’ written work. 
Course Goals and Objectives:
As required by the South Dakota Board of Regents, here are the General Education goals, student learning outcomes, and assessments this course fulfills.

GenEd Goal #1:  Students will write effectively and responsibly and will understand and interpret the written expression of others.
Student Learning Outcomes:  As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will:

1.  Write using standard American English, including correct punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure.

Assessment:  Students will:

· Recognize and repair common errors in grammar, punctuation, and usage in their papers.

· Apply standard English grammar, punctuation, and other mechanical aspects to all written assignments.

· Compose clear, effective sentences and combine them into focused, coherent paragraphs that match the assigned writing purpose.

· Improve their mastery of punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure through class discussions and exercises, quizzes, instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process.
2.  Write logically.
Assessment:  Students will:

· Recognize and repair common focus and organization errors in their papers.

· Apply common organizational strategies to all written assignments.

· Write clear, effective paragraphs and combine them into a logical sequence and focal pattern that matches the assigned writing purpose.

· Improve their mastery of organization and logical writing through class discussions, written exercises, instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process.  

3.  Write persuasively, with a variety of rhetorical strategies (e.g. expository, argumentative, descriptive).

Assessment:  Students will:

· Identify and repair common rhetorical and reasoning errors in their papers.

· Apply common rhetorical and reasoning strategies to all written assignments.

· Design and produce writing using appropriate rhetorical strategies that match audience needs and assigned writing purpose.

· Improve their mastery of persuasion and rhetorical strategies through class discussions, written exercises, instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process.

4.  Incorporate formal research and documentation into their writing, including research obtained through modern, technology-based research tools.

Assessment:  Students will:

· Identify and repair common documentation errors in their papers.

· Apply common research strategies to all written assignments that require it.

· Design and produce writing using appropriate research tools that match audience needs, proper documentation requirements, professional ethical standards, and assigned writing purpose.

· Improve their mastery of research and documentation methods through class discussion, written exercises, quizzes, instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process.

Required Texts: 
Abbey, Desert Solitaire: A Season in the Wilderness
Lunsford and Muth, St. Martin’s Pocket Guide to Research and Documentation, 4th ed.
Required Viewing:
Penn, Into the Wild (2007) 148 minutes.  There will be a screening of the film out of class, or you can watch it on your own time.  Rated R for language and some nudity.  If you feel uncomfortable watching the film, please see me.
Course Policies

Attendance: Let me state this policy as simply as possible: You are expected to be in class whenever it is held, and thus you need to make any and all necessary adjustments in your daily schedule to do so.  For every fourth unexcused absence, your class attendance grade will be lowered.  Additional “make up” work may also be assigned.  If you participate in intercollegiate athletics or other excusable school sponsored events, or if an unforeseen excusable emergency arises--court appearance, death in the family, serious illness, hospitalization, etc.--contact me immediately.

Chronic lateness to class is unacceptable and will be treated as absences.  Students are expected to stay for the full class time.  If you fail to attend a paper workshop or conference with a complete draft (as defined by me), you will be marked as absent for that day.

Students--not the instructor--are responsible for finding out about and making up any missed work.
Final course grades: will be based on the following required activities.

Class attendance: 5%

Class participation: taking part in class discussions: 10% 
In class activities: you will receive credit for completing certain in class exercises: 5% 

Team presentation:  15% 


Online discussion: 15%
Portfolio: 50%  Your portfolio will consist of final versions of two of the three papers assigned.  Because the portfolio reflects your progress as a writer, individual papers are not graded.  Instead I will give you feedback and suggestions for improvement in conferences.  Follow-up conferences can be scheduled at any time.  You will be able to edit and revise your papers.  You will receive a final grade at the end of the semester based on your writing ability and your progress as a writer.  See the Portfolio Assessment Guidelines (forthcoming) for more details.
Grading scale: 93-100: A, 85-92: B, 77-84: C, 69-77: D 
Paper format: All papers must be typed and submitted in the MLA format explained in Lunsford and Muth (Chapter 5).  Papers must meet the stated minimum length requirement, must be double-spaced, and use 12-point Times New Roman, Arial, or Courier font.  Do not use plastic binders. 
Late work: will detract from my evaluation of your writing.
Electronic Devices Policy:  This is a tablet PC class so you are required to bring your tablet to class each time we meet (fully charged). You will also be required to download DyKnow software (if you don’t already have it installed) and then join ENGL 101 (your section) to activate it.  Any attempt to circumvent the DyKnow monitoring system will be considered a form of cheating and a breach of academic integrity. Note that according to “Policy Governing Academic Integrity” in the SDSM&T Undergraduate Catalog, your professor has discretion over how acts of academic dishonesty are penalized, subject to the appeal process, and that “Penalties may range from requiring the student to repeat the work in question to failure in the course” (72-73).   Please turn off your cell phone before class starts. No text messaging in class. No headphones. No other use of any other electronic/computer media is allowed during class time without my approval.
Plagiarism: You must give credit for any idea not your own.  Other people—your instructor, other students, a tutor in the Tech Learning Center—may make suggestions for improving a piece of written work, but the work itself must be yours.  There are powerful search engines which I can employ to detect any “borrowed” material.  This includes Cliffs Notes or other “summaries.”  To avoid any problems, document properly all sources.  Failure to do so is a form of academic dishonesty.  Refer to the section entitled “Policy Governing Academic Integrity” in the Tech catalog for further information.
ADA accommodation: Students with special needs or requiring special ADA accommodations should contact me and/or the campus ADA coordinator, Jolie McCoy, at 394-1924 at the earliest opportunity.

Freedom in learning. Under Board of Regents and University policy student academic performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to academic standards should contact the dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of the evaluation. 

Schedule: subject to change

09/03  Introduction to English 101

09/05  Writing in the workplace

09/08  Sample paper grading

09/10  Workshop: reading and taking notes

09/12  Form teams

Unit 1: Writing and Film

09/15  King, “Why We Crave Horror Movies” (available online)  

09/17  The Tell-tale Heart  video
09/19  Workshop: brainstorming

09/22  Writing skills: focus

09/24  Paper 1 workshop

06/26, 06/29, 10/01  Conferences: no class

10/03 M week: no class

Unit 2: Writing and Critical Thinking

10/06  Defining critical thinking

10/08  Milgram’s experiment (available online)

10/10  Stanford Prison Experiment (available online)

10/13  Holiday: no class

10/15, 10/17  Write Paper 2: no class

10/20  Writing skills: development

10/22  Paper 2 workshop

10/24, 10/27, 10/29  Conferences: no class

Unit 3: Writing and Nature

10/31, 11/03, 11/05, 11/07, 11/10, 11/12  Abbey, Desert Solitaire
11/14  Prepare for debate: no class

11/17  Debate  

11/19  Paper 3 workshop

11/21, 11/24, 11/26  Conferences: no class

11/28  Holiday: no class

Unit 4: Final Portfolio
12/01  Writing skills: organization

12/03  Revising global

12/05  Revising local (style)

12/08  Writing introductions

12/10  Writing conclusions

12/12  Conclusion: portfolio due

