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English 241: American Literature I




Fall 2008
MWF 10:00 am in CB 108
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology

Instructor: Dr. John Bruni



 
Office: CB 315, Phone 394-1245







Office Hours: 9:00 – 10:00 am MWF and by appointment
Email: john.bruni@sdsmt.edu
Course website: https://d21.sdbor.edu/
Course description: Background to and survey of major works from the beginnings to the Civil War.  We will look at how these works address the significant political, cultural, and scientific issues of their times.  (NOTE: ENGL 241 and ENGL 242 need not be taken in sequence).  
*Be prepared to respond actively both in writing and in class discussion to what these texts have to say.  Your consistent attendance and finishing the assigned reading on time play a crucial role in your success in this class.

Required PC:  Use of the Gateway Tablet PC is an integral part of the course.  As with all computers, however, there is the issue of unpredictability.  If problems arise, we will deal with them calmly and professionally. 
For this part of the class to function well, you must (a) access DyKnow and join the appropriate class (b) come to class with your tablet charged and ready for work, and (c) not even think about using your tablet in class to play games, send e-mails, do other homework, etc.  If tempted, keep in mind that your computer at all times during class can be monitored.  If you insist on using your tablet in class for non-class activities, you may face the penalties stated below in the Electronic Devices Policy.  No exceptions. 
Required Web Site:  Most, if not all, assignments, handouts, and lectures will be posted on the web site.  The web site will also be used for online discussions, on which you will be graded.  During the first week of classes, we will go over how to access the web site.  
As required by the South Dakota Board of Regents (BOR), here’s an outline of the General Education goal, student learning outcomes, and assessments this course fulfills.

GenEd GOAL #4:  Students will understand the diversity and complexity of the human experience through the study of the arts and the humanities.

Student Learning Outcomes:  As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will:

1.  Demonstrate knowledge of diversity of values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the human experience;

Assessment:  Students will:

· Recognize the role of literature in reflecting and defining American values, beliefs, and ideas through reading, analysis, and discussion of American literary writers and texts from the colonial period through the mid-nineteenth century.

· Improve their comprehension of diverse values, beliefs, and ideas through exercises, quizzes, instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of literary texts of the period.   

2.  Identify and explain basic concepts of the selected disciplines within the arts and humanities.

Assessment:  Students will:

· Identify some of the works of major American writers through reading, analysis, and discussion of literary texts from the colonial period through the mid-nineteenth century.

· Distinguish among the major literary movements of this era through reading, discussion, and analysis of American literary writers and texts of the period.

· Improve their comprehension of major American writers and literary movements of this era through exercises, quizzes, instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of literary texts of the period. 

In addition, as a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will be able to:

3.  Identify and explain the contribution of other cultures from the perspective of the selected disciplines within the arts and humanities:

Assessment:  Students will:

· Recognize the role of literature in reflecting and defining American culture through reading, analysis, and discussion of American literary writers and texts from the colonial period through the mid-nineteenth century.

· Improve their comprehension of diverse American cultures of this era through exercises, quizzes, instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of literary texts of the period.   

4.  Demonstrate creative and aesthetic understanding:

Assessment:  Students will:

· Recognize some of the aesthetic principles that shape American works through the reading, analysis, and discussion of the language of the colonial period through the mid-nineteenth century.

· Improve their comprehension of aesthetic principles that shape American literature through exercises, quizzes, instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of literary works of the period.

5.  Explain and interpret formal and stylistic elements of the literary or fine arts:

Assessment:  Students will:

· Recognize some of the formal and stylistic elements of American literature through reading, analysis, and discussion of literary works of the colonial period through the mid-nineteenth century.

· Practice the art of writing about formal and stylistic elements of American literature by using appropriate rhetorical strategies that match audience needs and assigned writing purpose.  

· Improve their comprehension of formal and stylistic elements of the literary arts through exercises, quizzes, instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, and discussion of literary works of the period.

Required Texts: 
The Heath Anthology of American Literature  5th ed.

Volume A: Colonial Period to 1800 

Volume B: Early Nineteenth Century (1800-1865)
Course Policies

Attendance: Let me state this policy as simply as possible: You are expected to be in class whenever it is held, and thus you need to make any and all necessary adjustments in your daily schedule to do so.  For every fourth unexcused absence, your class attendance grade will be lowered.  Additional “make up” work may also be assigned.  If you participate in intercollegiate athletics or other excusable school sponsored events, or if an unforeseen excusable emergency arises--court appearance, death in the family, serious illness, hospitalization, etc.--contact me immediately.

Chronic lateness to class is unacceptable and will be treated as absences.  Students are expected to stay for the full class time.  

Students--not the instructor--are responsible for finding out about and making up any missed work.
Final course grades: will be based on the following required activities.

Class attendance: 5%

Class participation: taking part in class discussions: 10% 
In class activities: you will receive credit for completing certain in class exercises: 5% 

Team presentation:  20% 


Online discussion: 20%
Exam: 20%  
Paper: 20%
Grading scale: 93-100: A, 85-92: B, 77-84: C, 69-77: D 
Paper format: Papers must meet the stated minimum length requirement, must be double-spaced, and use 12-point Times New Roman, Arial, or Courier font.  Do not use plastic binders. 
Late work: will detract from my evaluation of your writing.
Electronic Devices Policy:  This is a tablet PC class so you are required to bring your tablet to class each time we meet (fully charged). You will also be required to download DyKnow software (if you don’t already have it installed) and then join ENGL 101 (your section) to activate it.  Any attempt to circumvent the DyKnow monitoring system will be considered a form of cheating and a breach of academic integrity. Note that according to “Policy Governing Academic Integrity” in the SDSM&T Undergraduate Catalog, your professor has discretion over how acts of academic dishonesty are penalized, subject to the appeal process, and that “Penalties may range from requiring the student to repeat the work in question to failure in the course” (72-73).   Please turn off your cell phone before class starts. No text messaging in class. No headphones. No other use of any other electronic/computer media is allowed during class time without my approval.
Plagiarism: You must give credit for any idea not your own.  Other people—your instructor, other students, a tutor in the Tech Learning Center—may make suggestions for improving a piece of written work, but the work itself must be yours.  There are powerful search engines which I can employ to detect any “borrowed” material.  This includes Cliffs Notes or other “summaries.”  To avoid any problems, document properly all sources.  Failure to do so is a form of academic dishonesty.  Refer to the section entitled “Policy Governing Academic Integrity” in the Tech catalog for further information.
ADA accommodation: Students with special needs or requiring special ADA accommodations should contact me and/or the campus ADA coordinator, Jolie McCoy, at 394-1924 at the earliest opportunity.

Freedom in learning. Under Board of Regents and University policy student academic performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to academic standards should contact the dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of the evaluation. 

Schedule: subject to change

Schedule: subject to change
09/03  Introduction 

09/05  Class protocols

09/08  Form teams

09/10  Meet with teams: in my office 

09/12  Native Americans [Volume A]: (49-51, 51-54, 65-66), access class web site

09/15  Meet with teams: in my office

Explorers: 09/17  Cultural Encounters (132-38)  [Read ahead]
                  09/19  Columbus, from Journal of the First Voyage to America (119-28)



de Vaca (139-52), de Casteneda (156-59) 

Puritans: 09/22  The New England Primer (423-25, 434-37); Winthrop (307-24); 

Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (645-47, 666-77)

   09/24  Rowlandson (437-51)

   09/26  Rowlandson (451-68)

Franklin: 09/29  “The Way to Wealth” (804-13)  [Read ahead]
    10/01  Autobiography  pt. 1-3 (828-90)    

Paine: 10/03  from The Age of Reason (957-59, 971-76)

Native Americans II [Volume B]: 10/06  Boudinot (1442-52); Apess (1459-65)   

Transcendentalists: 10/08  Emerson, “The American Scholar” (1578-81, 1609-21)

10/10  Review for exam

10/13  Holiday: no class

10/15, 10/17  Study for exam and work on paper: no class

10/20  Exam

Transcendentalists, cont.:  10/22  Thoreau, from Walden (1735-38, 1753-69)




       10/24  Thoreau, from Walden (1769-1787)

Douglass: 10/27  Narrative, Ch. I-VII (1879-81, 1889-1908)


     10/29  “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” (1946-64)

Truth: 10/31  (2092-94, 2096-2099) [Paper due]  

11/03, 11/05, 11/07, 11/10, 11/12  Grading conferences: no class  

Hawthorne: 11/14  Read Scarlet Letter: no class  

        11/17  Scarlet Letter  (2307-2347)  

        11/19  Scarlet Letter  (2347-2380)

        11/21  Scarlet Letter  (2380-2411)

        11/24  Scarlet Letter (2411-2444) 

        11/26  Debate on Scarlet Letter
11/28  Holiday: no class

Poe: 12/01  “The Tell-Tale Heart” (2459-61, 2492-95), “The Raven” (2539-2542) 

        12/03  “The Black Cat” (2495-2501), “The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar” 

(2515-2521)   

Stowe: 12/05  from Uncle Tom’s Cabin (2547-2561)  

12/08  from Uncle Tom’s Cabin (2561-2588), “Preface to the First Illustrated 

               Edition” (2589-2593)

Melville: 12/10  “Bartleby, the Scrivener” (2621-51)

12/12  Conclusion

