Abortion, Adoption, or Keeping the Child?

Anne is an average American high school student.  She is a 17-year-old senior who gets top grades and has an excellent chance of obtaining several academic scholarships.  In addition to school, Anne works 15 hours a week and is saving for college, which she hopes to attend the following fall.  She is also pregnant.

Anne’s father, who is morally opposed to abortion, warned her about premarital sex.  He was very upset when he found out about her pregnancy, and would never accept an abortion.  He would like to see Anne keep the baby and try to get her boyfriend to marry her.  Anne’s mother, on the other hand, does not want anything to prevent Anne from getting a college degree, and wants her to give the baby up for adoption.  Anne’s boyfriend does not want to marry her or be financially responsible.  He plans to enter college in the fall and wants Anne to have an abortion.

Anne knows that, realistically, her pregnancy would prevent her from attending college in the fall, and that this delay would seriously jeopardize her scholarship opportunities.  Without the aid of a substantial scholarship, she would need to work full-time.  Anne’s parents cannot afford to help her with college expenses and are unable to offer significant help with child care.  Anne does not want to marry her boyfriend, nor does she assume that he will provide much support should she decide t o keep the child.  Anne must make a decision on her own.  (Adapted from Bernards, 1988).

1.  In groups, students should make lists of several possible arguments from each character’s perspective:  Anne, her father, her mother, and her boyfriend.

2.  Discuss which of these arguments are the most compelling for keeping the child, putting it up for adoption, and for having an abortion.

3.  Decide which are the most persuasive arguments against each option.

4.  If you, your girlfriend, or your child were pregnant and in a similar situation, how would you decide?  Are your reasons different than those listed above?  If so, explain why.

