English 101

   Dr. Kathy Antonen
              Spring 2009                CB 329

MWF 8:00-8:50, 9:00-9:50; 11:00-11:50       Office Hours: MWF 10:00-10:50 or by app’t     

Office CB 313               Phone 394-1252 or 381-8737            kathy.antonen@sdsmt.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION        
English 101 is a practical communication course emphasizing basic language skills, style,  organization and development of ideas.  Essay development will include in-class, expressive, argumentative and research-based papers.  The objectives are to (1) improve your writing ability, i.e. your ability to build an argument for a position, research information and document sources, (2) cultivate writing as a process involving prewriting and revision, (3) review grammar, punctuation and mechanics and (4) build confidence in your writing ability.    

ASSESSMENT STATEMENT

GenEd GOAL#1:  Students will write effectively and responsibly and will understand and interpret the written expression of others.

Student Learning Outcomes:  As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will:

1.  Write using standard American English, including correct punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure.

Assessment:  Students will
· Recognize and repair common errors in grammar, punctuation, and usage in papers.

· Apply standard English grammar, punctuation, and other mechanical aspects to all written assignments.

· Compose clear, effective sentences and combine them into focused, coherent paragraphs that match the assigned writing purpose.

· Improve their mastery of punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure through class discussions/exercises, quizzes, instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process.

2.  Write logically.

Assessment:  Students will

· Recognize and repair common focus and organization errors in their papers.

· Apply common organizational strategies to all written assignments.

· Write clear, effective paragraphs and combine them into a logical sequence and focal pattern that matches the assigned writing purpose.

· Improve their mastery of organization and logical writing through class discussions, written exercises, instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process.  

3.  Write persuasively, with a variety of rhetorical strategies (e.g. expository, argumentative, descriptive).

Assessment:  Students will

· Identify and repair common rhetorical and reasoning errors in their papers.

· Apply common rhetorical and reasoning strategies to all written assignments.

· Design and produce writing using appropriate rhetorical strategies that match audience needs and assigned writing purpose.

· Improve their mastery of persuasion and rhetorical strategies through class discussions, written exercises, instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process.

4.  Incorporate formal research and documentation into their writing, including research obtained through modern, technology-based research tools.

Assessment:  Students will

· Identify and repair common documentation errors in their papers.

· Apply common research strategies to all written assignments that require it.

· Design and produce writing using appropriate research tools that match audience needs, proper documentation requirements, professional ethical standards, and assigned writing purpose.

· Improve their mastery of research and documentation methods through class discussion, written exercises, quizzes, instructor feedback, and the draft and revision process.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

A Pocket Style Manual, 5th Edition (Hacker)
Tolkien, J.R.R.  The Hobbit
Tolkien, J.R.R.  The Fellowship of the Ring

REQUIRED WORK

Readings—The reading assignments will come from the Tolkien books.  You will turn in responses to each essay/chapter.  I will provide details in class.  Announced and unannounced  quizzes will be given.  Quizzes cannot be made up; the lowest one is dropped.  

Portfolio--Your portfolio will consist of three pieces of writing.  Because the portfolio reflects your progress as a writer, individual papers are not graded.  Instead, in conferences I will give you feedback and suggestions for improvement.  You will be able to revise and edit your papers.  You will receive a final grade at the end of the semester based on your writing ability and your progress as a writer.  See the Portfolio Assessment Guidelines for more details.  

PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism—handing in written work that is not your own—is academic dishonesty.  Other people (your instructors, other students, TLC tutors) may make suggestions for improvement, but the work itself must be your own.

There are three types of plagiarism.  The first is using another’s words/ideas as though they were your own without any form of documentation.  The second is the improper use of documentation.  Incomplete documentation is still plagiarism.  The third is outright cheating—turning in someone else’s paper, taking a paper off the Internet, copying paragraphs from Cliff notes or other aids.  
The policy at SDSM&T grants instructors the right to fail students who plagiarize—fail the assignment and/or fail the class.

GRADING   

93-100   A       85-92   B       77-84 C       69-76   D     68  F      PLEASE NOTE: A=93% or better
ATTENDANCE

Attendance is required.  You will be allowed three absences--no questions asked.  You lose 20 points from your final total for every missed class after three.  After you have missed five classes, we will have a conference to determine if you should continue in the course.    

If you miss a class, check with a classmate to find out what we did.  You are responsible for the material and handouts.  I will answer questions, provide handouts and/or meet with you to help or explain, but you must first show me that you have made an effort to find out what was covered in class.

FREEDOM IN LEARNING STATEMENT

Students are responsible for learning the content of any course of study in which they are enrolled.  Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be evaluated solely on an academic basis, and students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study.  Students who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to academic standards but is related instead to judgment of their personal opinion or conduct should contact the dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of the evaluation.

ADA ANNOUNCEMENT

If you have special needs or require special accommodations, please let me know at the earliest opportunity.  You should also contact the campus ADA coordinator Jolie McCoy at 394-1924.

COURSE CALENDAR—SPRING 2009     (More detailed assignments will be given in class.)
Week 1

Jan 16



Introduction to the course

Assign Tolkien; Assign Essay #1 
Week 2

Jan 21/23

                         Monday—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—No Class

                         Writing Tips and Pep Talk



Keyhole Diagram, Topic/Thesis/Essay #1

                         Introductions and Conclusions


Discuss Tolkien; Grammar Workout

Week 3

Jan 26/28/30


Conferences/Readings—Essay #1 DUE

Week 4

Feb 2/4/6
                         Transitions; Development; Deadwood

                         Discuss Tolkien; Grammar Workout 
Discuss Essay #2—Research Techniques and Annotated Bibliographies
Week 5

Feb 9/11/13
                        Conferences/Readings—Rewrite #1 DUE 

Week 6

Feb 18/20


Monday—Presidents’ Day—No Class

                         Revising and Proofreading and Wordsmithing; 



Discuss Tolkien; Research Techniques; Grammar Workout

Week 7

Feb 23/25/27


Conferences/Readings—Final Essay #1 DUE
Week 8

Mar 2/4/6     


Research Techniques; Grammar Workout; Discuss Tolkien            



Drafts of Annotated Bibliography DUE
March 9-13        SPRING BREAK

Week 9

Mar 16/18/20

Conferences/Readings—Essay #2 DUE        BRING SOURCES.  

Week 10
Mar 23/25/27
                         Discuss Tolkien/Essay #3/Words Often Confused (WOC)


Final Annotated Bibliography DUE

Week 11
Mar 30/Apr 1/3





Conferences/Readings—Rewrite #2 DUE
Week 12
Apr 6/8    



Cover Letter for Portfolio; Peer Review of Essay #3; 

                         WOC; Discuss Tolkien
                         Friday—Easter Break—No Class
Week 13
Apr 15/17
                         Monday—Easter Break—No Class


Conferences/Readings—Essay #3 DUE
Week 14
Apr 20/22/24     


WOC; Discuss Tolkien


PORTFOLIO DUE—No late portfolios accepted.    

Week 15
Apr 27/29/May 1       
 



Discuss Tolkien; WOC 



Last Things
