Psychology 101 - Extra Credit Options


These are additional assignments that you may do for extra credit.  You do NOT have to do them if you don’t want to.   Any points earned for these assignments will be added on to your final class grade.

Naturalistic Observation – AVAILABLE – see below


Classical conditioning


Operant conditioning


Setting up an experiment – AVAILABLE – see below


Testing Piaget’s stages with preoperational kids or concrete operational


State both sides of a developmental issue  - AVAILABLE – see below


Interviews 







Extra Credit Options #1
Experiments:  Independent vs. Dependent Variables

Name_______________________ 						Date____________________

Class________________________

This is an extra credit assignment worth 10 points.

As a new researcher, you get to set up your first simple experiment.   We will assume that you have plenty of funds and equipment if you need it.  Your subject will be something about HUMAN behavior.    You will get to choose the subject and decide on the independent and dependent variables.   Choose something different from my “caffeine effect on test performance” example.  Assume you have willing subjects who have given consent to participate.

1.  What subject do you want to know more about that you can do an experiment to learn?


2.  State your hypotheses in clear operational terms so others can figure out how to measure your variables.


3.  What is your independent variable going to be?  Remember, this is the condition that you get to manipulate.


4. What is your dependent variable going to be?  This is the change in human behavior that you are looking for, and if your independent variable has anything to do with this behavior.


5.  How are you going to measure both your independent and dependent variables?




Extra Credit Options #2
Naturalistic Observations

Name_________________________						Date___________________

Class__________________________  


This is an extra credit assignment worth 10 points.

Naturalistic observation is NOT experimentation.  You do not manipulate any variables.  You simply observe human behavior without interfering with what is going on.   Remember that many times people’s behavior will change if they know they are being observed.  Think of when a group of strangers comes into your classroom and watches you all.  You tend to act a little differently simply because you know they are there.  So good naturalistic observation includes being as subtle and inconspicuous as possible.

Choose what you want to observe about human behavior.  This may determine WHERE you can go to collect your data.  If you are going to observe athletic behavior as an example, you are going to have to go where you can see athletes.  A good place for watching people is at the mall.  This gives you many choices on what to observe.  You may choose a behavior that happens very frequently, such as people wearing hats, or people walking.  You may choose something that happens much less frequently, but be sure to choose something that WILL happen so you can have some data.  You may NOT want to choose people who are walking on their hands for example, because you would never get any data.  You may choose characteristics of people rather than behavior.  For example, you may want to count people who are blond vs. black hair, or people wearing boots vs. sandals, or jeans vs. shorts, etc.


1.  Choose your behavior (s)/characteristics to observe – describe it very clearly so others can know by your definition exactly what you were watching for.  You may want to choose more than one behavior or characteristic:

2. Explain WHY you want to observe what you’ve chosen.  What’s interesting about it?


3.  Choose your location – describe where you were:


4. Choose your time frame to watch – watch at least for 20 minutes for high frequency behaviors.  You may have to watch longer for low frequency behaviors:


5.  How are you going to record your data?  On paper with slash marks?  Are you going to make up a form first? Just counting in your head is not sufficient.  I want you to turn in your data sheet.

6.  Do you see any patterns in your data?  More males than females displaying your chosen behavior/characteristic?  What might be effecting you results?  The weather?  The setting?  The time of year?  The culture or ethnic background of those you observe?  The age of your subjects?    







Extra Credit Options #3
State Both Sides of a Developmental Issue

Not everyone agrees on many areas of development in children.  For example, your  book mentions that children sleep in the same bed as their parents in many parts of the world, although it isn’t as common in the US and Canada.   Another example is the “noble savage” point of view that says parents should do little to intervene in what a child does, other than to offer many opportunities for learning.  The child will find out for themselves the “best” way to behave without the interference of parents.  Of course many disagree with this approach, saying that children will become self-centered and learn to use aggression to get what they want, and they may not want to learn necessary skills, such as waiting their turn or reading, if left to their own devices.  Another famous example is whether or not watching violent TV and video games makes children more violent.

The extra credit assignment is to pick one of the developmental issues that people disagree on and discuss both sides of an issue.   Present each side separately, one side at a time.  After you have discussed both sides of an issue, then summarize and synthesize the information, and tell me where YOU stand on the issue.  This should take at least a couple of typed pages to 
1) State the issue
2) State both sides of the issue and why people disagree with each other about it
3) Synthesize and summarize
4) State your own position based on what you learned.








