PSYC 323 – Human Development Through the Lifespan 
Spring 2009
“Taking Sides”

Project Description:  The student will write a paper, a minimum of four double-spaced typed pages long, which discusses both sides of controversial psychological and developmental issues. 
1. Choose a topic that interests you from the handout of Taking Sides.

2. If you have a topic of interest that is not in the handout, ask your professor about it.

3. Study both sides of the issue, and report both sides when writing your paper.

4. There should be at least an introduction, a discussion of the issues, and a summary, as you would if this were an English paper.  In your summary I want to know where YOU stand on the issue you have chosen after looking realistically at both sides of the issue. 
5.  Make a title page with Psyc 323, your name, the title of your paper, and date.
6. Cite your references within the text for both direct quotes and paraphrasing another person’s work, and provide a bibliography/references section at the end of the paper.  I will accept either APA or MLA format for citations and references.  If you are not sure of the definition of plagiarism, look in the syllabus.  Plagiarism is considered dishonest.

7. You must have at least four references.  You must use at least one non-internet based reference.  (You have to actually go to books or articles).  Remember that wikipedia.com is not considered a reliable source of scientific information.  When citing an internet source, write the entire address so I can go to it directly if I choose.  Please ask the library staff, especially Patty Andersen, to show you the enormous data bases of reliable resources available to you as a student.  They can be very helpful in helping you locate materials for this project.
8. The paper itself, not counting references or title page, should be a minimum of four typed, double-spaced pages long.  
9. The paper is due no later than Friday, April 17th. You may turn the paper in earlier if you wish.

