Philosophy 100

Fall 2009 ( 11​–11:50 in CB 203 & noon–12:50 in CB330
Michael Hudgens, Ph.D. http://www.hpcnet.org/sdsmt/directory/personnel/mhudgens
Ofc. CB315   Tel. 394(2686   Office hours 7 and 10 MWF.  E-mail: michael.hudgens@sdsmt.edu   
Required: Kolak, Daniel, and Raymond Martin. The Experience of Philosophy, 6th ed.  Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing, 2005. Bluebooks for the 12 exams.

Philosophy 100, Introduction to Philosophy, considers the meaning, aim, scope, and language of philosophy, examines its traditional problems, and relates these to the individual.

Attendance: The class is scheduled to meet 41 times, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 11 a.m. in CB 203. Because the material covered is cumulative, your presence at each class session is essential. After three unexcused absences, your course grade will be lowered by 10 per cent; each unexcused absence thereafter will result in the final class grade being lowered by 5%. 
Examinations and Grading: Exams will consist of an essay question, usually on one reading but encompassing the week’s assignment and lecture. Read for understanding and take notes.  These notes may be used for exams. Without exception, the exams, including the final, are to be written in a blue book. Missed exams will be made up on a designated day, usually at 7 AM on a Tuesday or Thursday. Grading scale: A=90-100, B=80–89, C=70–79, D=60–69, F=59. Exams 1–11 each count 6.82%; exam 12, 15%; classroom grade, including attendance, counts 10%.
Calendar (Subject to change. Holidays on September 7, October 12, November  11 and 27.)

September 2, 4 Introduction to the course: myth, critical stance. 

[100-1, 4 days]
September 9, 11 Readings: Hendricks, pp. 707–8, Russell, pp. 702–5, Plato, 
pp. 1(22.  In class: Socrates and freedom. Take-home blue book exam  
assignment on Friday. [100-1, Exam I]

September 14, 16, 18 Readings: Abbot, Kolak-Goloff, Dennett, Einstein, Vihvelin, pp. 31–84. Class: The Where & When. Exam Friday. 

[100-2, 2 days; Exam II]

September 21, 23, 25 Readings: Kolak, the Buddha, Descartes, Locke, Hume, pp. 85(116; Martin, pp. 124–38. Class: The Who. Exam Friday.   [100-3, 2 days; Exam III]
September 28, 30, October 2 Readings:  Augustine, pp. 147–52; Hume,  William James, pp. 158–76; Moore, Taylor, pp. 177–93. Class: Freedom. Exam Friday. [100-4, 2 days, Exam IV]
October 5, 7, 9  Readings: Plato, Descartes, Locke, Berkeley, Russell, Armstrong, pp. 199(260. Class: Knowledge. Exam Friday. 
[100-5, 2 days, Exam V] 

October 14, 16 Readings: Anselm, Aquinas, Pascal, Clifford, William James, 
pp. 261–82; Optional: Martin, Plantina & Kolak, pp. 298(324;  and Rey, pp. 335–
54. Class: Theology. Exam Friday. 

[100-6, 2 days, Exam VI] 


  

October 19, 21, 23  Readings: Einstein, Wittgenstein, Nozick, Kolak, Parfit, pp. 361(403. Class: Reality. Exam Friday. 
[100-7, 2 days, Exam VII] 

October 26, 28, 30  Readings: Hobbes, Locke, Hume, Kant, Dretske, pp. 405(43. Class: Experience. Exam Friday. [100-8, 2 days, Exam VIII]




November 2, 4, 6 Readings: Dawkins, Zuboff, Nagel, Jackson, Churchland, Teller, pp. 465(96. Class: Consciousness. Exam Friday. 

[100-9, 2 days, Exam IX] 

November 9, 13 Readings: online Kübler-Ross; Text: Plato, Hume, Martin, Clark, 
Kolak, pp. 497(538. Class: Thanatology. Film: Wit.  
[100-10, 4 days, Exam X]

November 16, 18, 20 Class: Thanatology, continued. Exam Friday. 

November 23, 25 Readings: Readings: Tolstoy, Camus, Taylor, Martin, pp. 

539(62. Class: Meaning. 
[100-11, 2 days, no exam]

November 30, December 2, 4 Readings: Kant, Mill, Bennett, Rees, da Silva, 
pp. 565(604. Class: Ethics. Existentialism. Exam Friday. 

[100-12, 2 days, Exam XI] 



December 7, 9, 11  Readings: Plato, Aristotle, pp. 631–45. Mill, Marx, pp. 
665(84. Class: Values. Last exam Friday. 


 §
Notice will be given when tablet computers are needed during class time; otherwise, they are to remain closed. Take notes on paper. 
Electronic Devices Policy.  No other use of any other electronic device is allowed during class time, except in the event of an emergency. 

Freedom in learning. Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct  unrelated to academic standards should contact the dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of the evaluation. 

Students with special needs or requiring special accommodations should at the earliest opportunity contact  Dr. Hudgens at Michael.hudgens@sdsmt.edu  and/or ADA coordinator Jolie McCoy at 394-1924.
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