Introduction to Ethics
Spring 2010 ( 9:35(10:50 AM T-Th in CB328 

Michael Hudgens, Ph.D.        http://www.hpcnet.org/sdsmt/directory/personnel/mhudgens        

Office: CB306      Tel.: 394(2686       Office hours: 7 & 10 MWF       E-mail: Michael.hudgens@sdsmt.edu

Text: Denise, White & Peterfreund:  Great Traditions in Ethics, Wadsworth, 12h ed. Six blue books. (Three assigned readings are online, at the above URL under Phil 220.) 

Philosophy 220, Introduction to Ethics, examines current trends in ethical theory in traditional backgrounds and in contemporary society.  

Attendance, Examinations, Grading: The class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays, with 29 scheduled sessions. When four unexcused absences have accumulated, the final class grade will be lowered by 10%; each unexcused absence thereafter will result in the final class grade being lowered by 5%.

Exams will consist of an essay question that reflects reading assignments and material covered in class. Notes and texts may be used during an exam. The six exams, including the final, are to be written in a blue book—without exception. Exams 1–5 count 15 per cent each, Exam 6 counts 25 per cent.
CALENDAR  (Subject to change.)

January 14 Class: Introduction. Section I-Before Common Era (In Euthyphro 10, c 
398 BCE, Socrates asks, “Is that which is holy loved by the gods because it 
is holy, or is it holy because it is loved by the gods?”).



January 19, 21 Class: Before Common Era, contd. Film Kundun.


Readings for the week: Plato p. 7, Aristotle p. 21, Epicurus p. 35, Epictetus p. 

47; Buddha Middle Length Discourses online. 

January 26, 28 Class: Before Common Era.  Exam 1 on January 28.  

February 2, 4 Class:  Section II-Anno Dominis (Augustine says in his Sermon 176, c 
AD400: “We make ourselves a ladder out of our vices if we trample the vices themselves 

underfoot.”). Readings for the week: Augustine p. 59, Aquinas p. 74. Macbeth text 

online. Exam 2 on February 4.

February 9, 11  Class: Anno Dominis, contd. Films Throne of Blood and A Simple 
Plan, both drawing on Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

February 16, 18  Class: Anno Dominis, contd. 
February 23, 25 Class: Anno Dominis, contd. 
Exam 3 on February 25.

March 2 Class: Section III-Heart (In AD 1600 Shakespeare wrote these lines 
for his new play, to be titled The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark: “To be 
or not to be: that is the question: Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer the 
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, or to take arms against a sea of 
troubles, and by opposing end them.” Shakespeare knew the words of Socrates 
in Crito 10, c 398 BCE: “It is never right to do wrong or to requite wrong with 
wrong, or when we suffer evil to defend ourselves by doing evil in return”).

Readings for the week: Hobbes p. 88, Spinoza p. 102, Hume p. 129, Kant p. 142, Kierkegaard p. 172, Marx p. 186, Nietzsche p. 211. 

March 16, 18 Class: Heart, contd. Film Simone (S1MØNE). 
March 23, 25 Class: Heart, contd. Exam 4 on March 25.
March 30, April 1  Class: Heart, contd. Exam 5 on April 1.
April 6, 8  Class: Happiness (Aquinas, in Exposition of Aristotle’s Ethics, c 1271, 

wrote: Moral science is better occupied when treating of friendship than of justices).

Readings for the week: John Stuart Mill p. 156, John Dewey p. 226, Sartre p. 277, Rawls p. 300, Foot p. 312, Williams p. 346; science and technology, medicine. 

April 13, 15 Class: Section IV-Happiness, contd. Film 13 Conversations About One 
Thing.  
April 20, 22 Class: Science and technology. Reading, for review of the course: 
“Traditions and Applications” p. 354. 
April 27, 29 Class: Review. Exam 6 on April 29.
§ [39 qMU, 40, 41, 42]
Notice will be given when tablet computers are needed during class time; otherwise, they are to be shut down. 
Freedom in learning.  Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct  unrelated to academic standards should contact the dean of the college which offers the class to initiate a review of the evaluation. 

Students with special needs or requiring special accommodations should at the earliest opportunity contact  Dr. Hudgens at 394-2686 and/or ADA coordinator Jolie McCoy at 394-1924.
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